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I. Course Synopsis 
Reading helps students construct a paradigm through which they can better understand 
their own identity and the complexities of the world around them. Students will start by 
examining their own identities, and then expand the context to see identity within the 
frame of society, and finally how the two engage and change each other.  This course 
provides students with an environment in which they can explore the identity process 
through the guided analysis of a variety of texts including drama, short stories and 
novels.  Students will respond in writing and speaking to what they are learning; as they 
do so, they will learn various rules of grammar/usage and essay writing. 
 

II. Rationale 
In this digital age, students are reading and writing more than at any other point in 
history; texting, emailing, and social media occupy modern teenagers almost constantly, 
saturating their free time with written English without exposing them to meaningful or 
sophisticated English. Therefore, this course will teach students how to understand 
complex texts and articulate opinions about them in clear, coherent writing, as well as 
contextualize, counteract, and sometimes harness their established reading and writing 
habits.  Students will be taught how to engage with longer texts in order to understand 
how authors use their craft to convey emotion and meaning.  Developing a scaffold of 
skills starts with longer text to fully immerse students in a reading and writing process 
that can then be applied to other areas. Once they can recognize good writing in the 
long form, students can apply those skills to how they express themselves in a variety of 
writing forms.  
Each unit is defined by a central theme and anchor text(s). Students will practice 
analyzing where, how, and why authors use particular crafts in these texts, as well as 
how to use these crafts in their own writing. The course will discuss how authors 
develop themes in their work and how to recognize an author’s purpose. Students will 
study themes pertaining to individuality, the pressures of society, and the conflicts 
created between the two.  
Our primary goal is to give students a strong understanding of the power of language. 
By the end of 9th grade, students will understand how authors use language in 
particular ways to accomplish certain goals; whether to persuade an audience, engage 
a reader, or develop a theme. Students will be able to discuss and apply these 
concepts, expressing their fluency in multiple forms. 

 
A.  Reading Scaffolding 
Based on research on reading from the past forty years, the River Dell 
Regional Schools English Department supports the three reading principles 
reported by Richard Allington (2003). Specifically, 1) students read better, 
when they read more; 2) students learn from their reading when they have 
consistent opportunities to discuss and write about their reading; and 3) 
students need explicit instruction in reading comprehension strategies. 

 
B.  Writing Scaffolding 
Writing instruction in the River Dell Regional Schools English Department 
includes a balance of student journaling, open-ended responses, and formative 
writing assessments. Students will write on a variety of subjects, in a variety of 
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genres, for a variety of readers. 
 
Writing Resources: 

 
The Purdue Online Writing Lab (OWL) web site (http://owl.english.purdue.edu/) 
provides explicit writing instruction to foster the writing process: prewriting, 
drafting, sharing, revising, editing, proofreading, and publishing. Some important 
teaching points that are detailed on the OWL web site include:  an introduction to 
prewriting, tips for writing a thesis statement, paragraphing in academic writing, 
and an updated MLA formatting 
and style guide. 

 
Each writing assignment is supported with a clear writing expectation as 

represented in the sample writing rubric: Carnegie Mellon Reflection Writing 

Rubric https://wwNJSLS W.cmu.edu/teaching/assessment/examples/courselevel-

bycollege/cfa/tools/reflectionpaper-cfa.pdf and Turnitin Rubrics http://turnitin.com/ 

 
 
 Grade 9 Focus 

1st Marking Period 2nd Marking Period 3rd Marking Period 4th Marking Period 
-Narrative writing 
-Short stories 
-Introduction to 
literary analysis and 
key terms 

-Literary character 
analysis essay 
-Literary style 
analysis 
-Text-to-self and 
text-to-world 
connections 

-Theme analysis 
essay 
-Cross-textual 
synthesis 
-Strategies to 
approach complex 
text 

 
 

-Performative 
adaption 
-Creating and 
defending an 
original 
interpretation of a 
text 
-Poetry 
-Historical 
vocabulary 

 
 C. Lesson Objectives: 

Teachers use The New Jersey Learning Standards (NJLS) to create 
specific, behavioral and measurable goals. Individual unit and/or lesson 
objectives will derive directly from the language of the grade-specific 
standards for Grades 9; teachers will look to the more general anchor 
standards for guidance. The comprehensive standards are available at 
http://wwNJSLS W.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/ela/. The NJDOE model 
curriculum provides “ELL Scaffolded Student Leson Objectives” at 

https://www.state.nj.us/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ELLOverview.pdf 

D. MODIFICATIONS for IEP, 504, ELL, G&T, and At-Risk Students 

Reading resources will be provided to accommodate different reading levels. 
 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/
https://www.cmu.edu/teaching/assessment/examples/courselevel-bycollege/cfa/tools/reflectionpaper-cfa.pdf
https://www.cmu.edu/teaching/assessment/examples/courselevel-bycollege/cfa/tools/reflectionpaper-cfa.pdf
http://turnitin.com/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/ela/
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.state.nj.us%2Feducation%2Fmodelcurriculum%2Fela%2FELLOverview.pdf&data=02%7C01%7CWilliam.Feldman%40riverdell.org%7C1943f3bc407a4d77b61c08d76d09903d%7Cae096beb53684ce9984628b0e1ecbcc4%7C0%7C0%7C637097760147730551&sdata=5Gmqdh5oM%2FBYX1pHG3mP1s957Z%2Fm0iugO9wSs8XADI0%3D&reserved=0
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Students will be given options on types of products that will show mastery of a 
specific skill. 
 
Learning modules will contain learning resources, including but not limited to 
OneNote, videos, primary sources, PowerPoint, and Movie Maker. 

 
 
III. Scope & Sequence 
There are four thematic based units (Units 1-4); the goal is to study each unit within 
one marking period.  Vocabulary, Literary Terms, and Grammar is embedded in each 
unit. 
 

Unit 1: Who are we? (10 weeks): 
Theme: Elements of literature (character, structure, setting, narration, and 
dialog), literary analysis  
 
Anchor Texts: 

• “Story of an Hour” (Anchor text: Character) 

• “Game” (Anchor text: Narration) 

• “The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas” (Anchor text: Setting) 

• “Thank You Ma’am” (Anchor text: Dialog) 

• “Little Red Riding Hood” (Anchor text: Structure) 
 
Writing Focus: Narrative storytelling 
 
Unit 2: The Individual and Society (9 weeks): 
Theme: The individual’s relationship with society, character development, text-
to-world connections 
 
Anchor Texts: 

• Fahrenheit 451 or Ceremony (Honors) 

• Fahrenheit 451 or Anthem (CP) 
Supplemental Resources 

• Selections from The Illustrated Man 
 
Writing Focus: Literary character analysis 

 
Unit 3: Awareness of Society (9 weeks): 
Theme: Human nature, cross-textual synthesis, symbolism and theme 
 
Anchor Texts: 

• Lord of the Flies 

• “The Most Dangerous Game” 

• Film: Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde (1931) 

• Civics lesson: “Why Government?” https://wwNJSLS 
W.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/why-government  

https://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/why-government
https://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/why-government
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Writing Focus: Literary theme analysis 
Unit 4: Love and Conflict (8 weeks): 
Theme: Interpreting and adapting literature, performance, character and theme 
 
Anchor Texts: 

• Romeo and Juliet 

• Film: Romeo + Juliet (1996) 

• Film: Romeo and Juliet (1968) 

• Shakespearean sonnets 
 

Writing Focus: Reflective writing 
 
Continuous Skill Sets are taught throughout the school year in each unit: 
Set 1: Vocabulary 

A. Assigned vocabulary words from context 
B. Define words based on context 
C. Apply the vocabulary to students’ own writing 

Set 2: Literary Terms 
A. Assign literary terms from context 
B. Define terms in context 
C. Create authentic application of terms 

Set 3: Grammar 
A. Understand grammatical terms and concepts 
B. Apply these grammatical terms and concepts to their own written 

and verbal communication. 
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LANGUAGE ARTS GRADE NINE LITERATURE CURRICULUM 
UNIT ONE: THE INDIVIDUAL AND SOCIETY (10 WEEKS) 

 

STATE STANDARDS 
NJSLS RL.9-10.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant 
connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferentially, 
including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.  
NJSLS RL.9-10.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its 
development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and 
refined by specific details and provide an objective summary of the text. 
NJSLS RL.9-10.3. Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or 
conflicting motivations) develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, 
and advance the plot or develop the theme. 
NJSLS RL.9-10.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in 
the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact 
of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense 
of time and place; how it sets a formal or informal tone). 
NJSLS RL.9-10.5. Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, 
order events within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) 
create specific effects (e.g. mystery, tension, or surprise).  
NJSLS RL.9-10.6. Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a 
work of literature from outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading of world 
literature.  
NJSLS RL.9-10.7. Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two 
different artistic mediums, including what is emphasized or absent in each work (e.g., 
Auden’s “Musée des Beaux Arts” and Breughel’s Landscape with the Fall of Icarus).  
NJSLS RL.9-10.8. (Not applicable to literature) 
NJSLS RL.9-10.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural 
context, and background knowledge) how an author draws on and transforms source 
material in a specific work (e.g., how Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from 
mythology or the Bible or how a later author draws on a play by Shakespeare).  
NJSLS RL.9-10.10. By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literature, including 
stories, dramas, and poems at grade level text-complexity or above with scaffolding as 
needed.  
By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and 
poems, at grade level or above.  
NJSLS RI.9-10.1. Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence, (e.g., via 
discussion, written response, etc.) and make relevant connections, to support analysis 
of what the text says explicitly as well as inferentially, including determining where the 
text leaves matters uncertain.  
NJSLS RI.9-10.2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze how it is developed 
and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.  
NJSLS RI.9-10.3. Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or 
events, including the order in which the points are made, how they are introduced and 
developed, and the connections that are drawn between them. 
NJSLS RI.9-10.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a 
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text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the cumulative 
impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a court 
opinion differs from that of a newspaper). 
NJSLS RI.9-10.5. Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims are developed and 
refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or larger portions of a text (e.g., a section 
or chapter). 
NJSLS RI.9-10.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze 
how an author uses rhetorical devices to advance that point of view or purpose.  
NJSLS RI.9-10.7. Analyze various perspectives as presented in different mediums 
(e.g., a person’s life story in both print and multimedia), determining which details are 
emphasized in each account.  
NJSLS RI.9-10.8. Describe and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, 
assessing whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; 
identify false statements and reasoning.  
NJSLS RI.9-10.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural 
context, and background knowledge), documents of historical and literary significance, 
(e.g., Washington’s Farewell Address the Gettysburg Address, Roosevelt’s Four 
Freedoms speech, King’s “Letter from Birmingham Jail”, Declaration of the Rights of 
Man and Citizen, U.N. Universal Declaration of Human Rights, etc.), including how they 
relate in terms of themes and significant concepts.  
NJSLS RI.9-10.10. By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at 
grade level text-complexity above with scaffolding as needed.  
NJSLS RI.9-10.11 By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at 
grade level text-complexity or above.  
NJSLS W.9-10.1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics 
or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.  

A. Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing 
claims, and create an organization that establishes clear relationships among 
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.  

B.  Develop claim(s) and counterclaims avoiding common logical fallacies, 
propaganda devices, and using sound reasoning, supplying evidence for each 
while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that 
anticipates the audience’s knowledge level and concerns.  

C. Use transitions (e.g. words, phrases, clauses) to link the major sections of the 
text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, 
between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.  

D. Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience and purpose 
(e.g. formal and objective for academic writing) while attending to the norms and 
conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.  

E.  Provide a concluding paragraph or section that supports the argument 
presented.  

NJSLS W.9-10.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex 
ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 
organization, and analysis of content.  

A. Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to make 
important connections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings), 
graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding 
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comprehension. 
B. Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended 

definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples 
appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic. 

C. Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the text, 
create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and 
concepts. 

D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity 
of the topic. 

E. Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience and purpose 
(e.g. formal and objective for academic writing) while attending to the norms and 
conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 

F. Provide a concluding paragraph or section that supports the information or 
explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of the 
topic). 

NJSLS W.9-10.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events 
using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.  

A. Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation, 
establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a narrator and/or 
characters; create a smooth progression of experiences or events. 

B. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and 
multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 

C. Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one another 
to create a coherent whole. 

D. Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey 
a vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters. 

E. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, 
observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative. 

NJSLS W.9-10.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 
NJSLS W.9-10.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting, trying a new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or 
APA Style), focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and 
audience.  
NJSLS W.9-10.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, share, and update 
individual or shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link 
to other information and to display information flexibly and dynamically. 
NJSLS W.9-10.7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer 
a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden 
the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation. 
NJSLS W.9-10.8. Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and 
digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each 
source in answering the research question; integrate information into the text selectively 
to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for 
citation (MLA or APA Style Manuals). 



 

10 
River Dell Regional School District 
Language Arts Grade Nine Literature Curriculum 
Approved October 22, 2019 

NJSLS W.9-10.9. Draw evidence from literary or nonfiction informational texts to 
support analysis, reflection, and research.  

A. Apply grades 9–10 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Analyze how an author 
draws on and transforms source material in a specific work [e.g., how 
Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from Ovid mythology or the Bible or how a 
later author draws on a play by Shakespeare]”). 

B. Apply grades 9–10 Reading standards to nonfiction informational e.g., “Delineate 
and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the 
reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false 
statements and fallacious reasoning”). 

NJSLS W.9-10.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, 
reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a 
range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
NJSLS SL.9-10.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 9–10 topics, 
texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and 
persuasively.  

A. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under 
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and 
other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned 
exchange of ideas.  

B. Collaborate with peers to set rules for discussions (e.g. informal consensus, 
taking votes on key issues, presentation of alternate views); develop clear goals 
and assessment criteria (e.g. student developed rubric) and assign individual 
roles as needed.  

C. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the 
current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others 
into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.  

D. Respond thoughtfully to various perspectives, summarize points of agreement 
and disagreement, and justify own views. Make new connections in light of the 
evidence and reasoning presented. 

NJSLS SL.9-10.2. Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media 
or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, qualitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and 
accuracy of each source.  
NJSLS SL.9-10.3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence 
and rhetoric, identifying any false reasoning or distorted evidence. 
NJSLS SL.9-10.4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, 
concisely, and logically. The content, organization, development, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  
NJSLS SL.9-10.5. Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, 
visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance findings, reasoning, and 
evidence and to add interest.  
NJSLS SL.9-10.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating 
command of formal English.  
NJSLS L.9-10.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

A. Use parallel structure. 
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B. Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial, 
prepositional, absolute) and clauses (independent, dependent; noun, relative, 
adverbial) to convey specific meanings and add variety and interest to writing or 
presentations. 

NJSLS L.9-10.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

A. Use a semicolon (and perhaps a conjunctive adverb) to link two or more closely 
related independent clauses. 

B. Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation. 
C. Spell correctly. 

NJSLS L.9-10.3. Apply knowledge of language to make effective choices for meaning, 
or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading, writing, speaking or listening.  

A. Vary word choice and sentence structure to demonstrate an understanding of the 
influence of language.  

NJSLS L.9-10.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases based on grades 9–10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a 
range of strategies. 

A. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s 
position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

B. Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different 
meanings or parts of speech (e.g., analyze, analysis, analytical; advocate, 
advocacy). 

C. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a 
word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, or its 
etymology. 

D. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by 
checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

NJSLS L.9-10.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, 
and nuances in word meanings. 

A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., euphemism, oxymoron) in context and analyze 
their role in the text. 

B. Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations. 
C. L.9-10.6. Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific 

words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the 
college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering 
vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to 
comprehension or expression. 

NJSLS 6.1.12.D.14.d Evaluate the extent to which women, minorities, individuals 
with gender preferences, and individuals with disabilities have met their goals of 
equality in the workplace, politics, and society. 
NJSLS 6.1.12.D.14.e Evaluate the role of religion on cultural and social mores, 
public opinion, and political decisions. 
NJSLS 6.1.12.D.14.f Determine the influence of multicultural beliefs, products (i.e., 
art, food, music, and literature), and practices in shaping contemporary American 
culture. 
9.4.12.DC.7: Evaluate the influence of digital communities on the nature, content and 
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responsibilities of careers, and other aspects of society (e.g., 6.1.12.CivicsPD.16.a). 
8.2.12.EC.3: Synthesize data, analyze trends, and draw conclusions regarding the 
effect of a technology on the individual, culture, society, and environment and share this 
information with the appropriate audience. 

 
BIG IDEAS/COMMON THREADS 
In the journey of formulating one’s identity, individuals face obstacles imposed by 
society and their own fears. These obstacles propel one further to discovering one’s 
individuality. 
 

 
ENDURING UNDERSTANDING 
Reading expands understanding of the world, people, and oneself; readers use 
strategies to construct meaning; readers develop a deeper understanding by reflecting 
upon the text. Short stories provide students a window into relevant issues of identity, 
human nature and conflict and challenge them to think critically about the world they 
inhabit. 

 
ANCHOR ASSESSMENTS 

• Storytelling:  Students will write a narrative extension that incorporates key 
elements of the story (including plot and author’s style) and infers character traits 
and/or motivations. 

• Reading comprehension tests 

• Vocabulary quizzes 

• Sustained Annotation Activities that allow students to track the meaning of the 
artistic and formal qualities of the short stories they read.  Examples of such 
sustained activities include double entry journaling, post-it-note/OneNote 
comments, etc. 

 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
• How is a story crafted? 

• What is the effect that an author’s craft has on the reader? 

• How does literary craft contribute to an understanding of others and ourselves? 

• How do different elements of craft affect each other? 

• How do stories help us understand the construction of our own identity? 

• What elements make an author’s style unique? 
 

LESSON OBJECTIVES 
Students will be able to… 

• Identify and explain how a story is crafted. 

• Evaluate the effect that an author’s craft has on the reader 

• Discuss how literary craft contributes to an understanding of others and 
ourselves 

• Identify and explain the literary elements that make an author’s style unique 

• Understand how stories help us understand the construction of our own identity 
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SUGGESTED LEARNING ACTIVITIES 
The Short Story Unit is divided into mini-units, which explore a single literary device, 
examples of which include Character, Narration, Setting, Dialog, and Structure.  In each 
mini-unit, students will read short stories representing a variety in perspective and 
accessibility.  The selections will include at least one short story written in a high literary 
mode, one written in a specific genre, and a third that students will be able to explore 
independently.  In addition to the reading of these texts, students will also: 

• Complete literary analysis activities 

• Compose a benchmark short story extension prompt 

• Perform a close reading of a short story 

• Examine the formal and artistic qualities of a short story 

• Explore how themes and meaning are developed within a short story by way of 
Character, Narration, Setting, Dialog, and Structure respectively 

 

RESOURCES 
ANCHOR TEXTS 

• “Story of an Hour” (Anchor text: Character) 

• “Game” (Anchor text: Narration) 

• “The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas” (Anchor text: Setting) 

• “Thank You Ma’am” (Anchor text: Dialog) 

• “Little Red Riding Hood” (Anchor text: Structure) 
SUPPLEMENTAL RESOURCES 

• Possible character selections: “The Rules of the Game,” “The Chaser” 

• Possible setting selections: “Cask of Amontillado,” “The Open Window” 

• Possible narration selections: “The Egg” 

• Possible dialog selections: “A Clean Well-Lit Place,” “Thank You Ma’am” 

• Possible structure stories: “Princess and the Tin Box,” “The Lottery” 

• Excerpt from Krik? Krak! 

• Excerpt from The Middleman and Other Stories 

• Excerpt from Lone Ranger and Tonto 

• Excerpts from Palm of the Hand 

• Selected short stories by Saki 
 

 

 

 

MODIFICATIONS 
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Resources/Materials 

  

ELL 
(English Language 

Learners) 

Special Education  At Risk  Enrichment  

• Provide translated notes and 
key vocabulary terms 

• Provide images of key 
vocabulary terms and 
concepts 

• Word banks  

• Bilingual dictionaries 

• Assistive translator 
technology  

• Sentence frames 

• Simplified notes 

• Reduced homework 

• Simplified word problems 

• Graphic organizers 

• Matched sentences or 
procedures with pictures 

• Alternative presentation 
options 

• 1-2 sentence short responses 

• Shortened written 
assignments  

• Modified tests 

• Provide notes when student 
request 

• Reduce project workload 

• Short summaries 

• Display reminders 

• Checklist of materials and 
tasks (printed out or digitally 
accessible) 

• Timelines and Calendar for 
benchmark goals for 
assignments/assessments/sho
rt-term goals (Planner 
Microsoft) 

• Assistive technology 
(dictation, immersive reader, 
etc...) 

• Flash cards 

• Teacher notes  

• Graphic organizer 

• Clear parameters and student 
workspace 

• Timer to monitor task and 
duration 

• Study guides  

• Guided notes 

• Choices for alternative 
assignments 

• Students are asked to come 
for extra help to 
review/retake assessment and 
homework assignments 

• Students are allowed time and 
a half on assessments 

• Provide the student with 
frequent check-ins during 
class-time work 

• Visual cue or signs 

• Rephrase of questions and 
directions 

• Partner or group work on skill 
development  

• Assistance by instructional 
videos or curated videos 
online 

• Students are asked to come 
for extra help to 
review/retake assessment and 
homework assignments 

• Students are allowed time and 
a half on assessments 

• Provide the student with 
frequent check-ins during 
class-time work 

• Scaffolding assignments  

• Chunking of materials  

• Allow for errors 

• Pre-teach materials  

• Supply teacher demo 

• Rephrase of questions and 
directions  

• Visual cues or signs  

• Small group assistance or 
collaboration  

• Partner or group work on skill 
development  

• Assistance by instructional 
videos or curated videos 
online  

• Guide with options for 
student goal setting  

• Use of timer or a clock to 
monitor time of student 
activity 

 

• Provide students with extra 
problem sets that challenge 
and involve higher level 
thinking 

• Inquiry lead discussions and 
activities 

• More complex tasks and 
projects 

• Higher level questioning and 
techniques  

• Student demoing and 
explanation  

• Provide opportunities for 
students to set personal goals, 
keep records and monitor 
their own learning progress 

• Multiple assessments given in 
different domains, that 
showcase student interests, 
strengths, and needs  

• Use multiple approaches to 
accelerate learning within and 
outside of the school setting  

• Use enrichment options to 
extend and deepen learning 
opportunities within and 
outside of the school setting 

• Use individualized learning 
options such as mentorships, 
internships, online courses, 
and independent study 
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LANGUAGE ARTS GRADE NINE LITERATURE CURRICULUM 

UNIT TWO: THE INDIVIDUAL AND SOCIETY (9 WEEKS) 

 

STATE STANDARDS 
NJSLS RL.9-10.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant 
connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferentially, 
including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.  
NJSLS RL.9-10.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its 
development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and 
refined by specific details and provide an objective summary of the text. 
NJSLS RL.9-10.3. Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or 
conflicting motivations) develop over the course of a text, interact with other 
characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme. 
NJSLS RL.9-10.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in 
the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact 
of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense 
of time and place; how it sets a formal or informal tone). 
NJSLS RL.9-10.5. Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, 
order events within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) 
create specific effects (e.g. mystery, tension, or surprise).  
NJSLS RL.9-10.6. Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a 
work of literature from outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading of world 
literature.  
NJSLS RL.9-10.7. Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two 
different artistic mediums, including what is emphasized or absent in each work (e.g., 
Auden’s “Musée des Beaux Arts” and Breughel’s Landscape with the Fall of Icarus).  
NJSLS RL.9-10.8. (Not applicable to literature) 
NJSLS RL.9-10.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural 
context, and background knowledge) how an author draws on and transforms source 
material in a specific work (e.g., how Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from 
mythology or the Bible or how a later author draws on a play by Shakespeare).  
NJSLS RL.9-10.10. By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literature, including 
stories, dramas, and poems at grade level text-complexity or above with scaffolding as 
needed.  
By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and 
poems, at grade level or above.  
NJSLS RI.9-10.1. Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence, (e.g., via 
discussion, written response, etc.) and make relevant connections, to support analysis 
of what the text says explicitly as well as inferentially, including determining where the 
text leaves matters uncertain.  
NJSLS RI.9-10.2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze how it is developed 
and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.  
NJSLS RI.9-10.3. Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or 
events, including the order in which the points are made, how they are introduced and 
developed, and the connections that are drawn between them. 
NJSLS RI.9-10.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a 
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text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the cumulative 
impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a 
court opinion differs from that of a newspaper). 
NJSLS RI.9-10.5. Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims are developed 
and refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or larger portions of a text (e.g., a 
section or chapter). 
NJSLS RI.9-10.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze 
how an author uses rhetorical devices to advance that point of view or purpose.  
NJSLS RI.9-10.7. Analyze various perspectives as presented in different mediums 
(e.g., a person’s life story in both print and multimedia), determining which details are 
emphasized in each account.  
NJSLS RI.9-10.8. Describe and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, 
assessing whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; 
identify false statements and reasoning.  
NJSLS RI.9.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural 
context, and background knowledge) documents of historical and literary significance, 
(e.g., Washington’s Farewell Address the Gettysburg Address, Roosevelt’s Four 
Freedoms speech, King’s “Letter from Birmingham Jail”, Declaration of the Rights of 
Man and Citizen, U.N. Universal Declaration of Human Rights, etc.), including how they 
relate in terms of themes and significant concepts.  
NJSLS RI.9-10.10. By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at 
grade level text-complexity above with scaffolding as needed.  
By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-
complexity or above.  
NJSLS W.9-10.1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics 
or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.  

A. Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing 
claims, and create an organization that establishes clear relationships among 
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.  

B.  Develop claim(s) and counterclaims avoiding common logical fallacies, 
propaganda devices, and using sound reasoning, supplying evidence for each 
while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that 
anticipates the audience’s knowledge level and concerns.  

C. Use transitions (e.g. words, phrases, clauses) to link the major sections of the 
text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, 
between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.  

D. Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience and purpose 
(e.g. formal and objective for academic writing) while attending to the norms and 
conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.  

E.  Provide a concluding paragraph or section that supports the argument 
presented.  

NJSLS W.9-10.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex 
ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 
organization, and analysis of content.  

A. Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to make 
important connections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings), 
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graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 

B. Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended 
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples 
appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic. 

C. Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the text, 
create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and 
concepts. 

D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the 
complexity of the topic. 

E. Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience and 
purpose (e.g. formal and objective for academic writing) while attending to the 
norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 

F. Provide a concluding paragraph or section that supports the information or 
explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of the 
topic). 

NJSLS W.9-10.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events 
using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.  

A. Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or 
observation, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a 
narrator and/or characters; create a smooth progression of experiences or 
events. 

B. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and 
multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 

C. Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one 
another to create a coherent whole. 

D. Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to 
convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters. 

E. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, 
observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative. 

NJSLS W.9-10.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-
specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 
NJSLS W.9-10.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting, trying a new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or 
APA Style), focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and 
audience.  
NJSLS W.9-10.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, share, and 
update individual or shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s 
capacity to link to other information and to display information flexibly and dynamically. 
NJSLS W.9-10.7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to 
answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or 
broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, 
demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 
NJSLS W.9-10.8. Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and 
digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each 
source in answering the research question; integrate information into the text 
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selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard 
format for citation (MLA or APA Style Manuals). 
NJSLS W.9-10.9. Draw evidence from literary or nonfiction informational texts to 
support analysis, reflection, and research.  

A. Apply grades 9–10 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Analyze how an 
author draws on and transforms source material in a specific work [e.g., how 
Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from Ovid mythology or the Bible or how a 
later author draws on a play by Shakespeare]”). 

B. Apply grades 9–10 Reading standards to nonfiction informational e.g., 
“Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing 
whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; 
identify false statements and fallacious reasoning”). 

NJSLS W.9-10.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, 
reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a 
range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
SL.9-10.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 
(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and 
issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  

A. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under 
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and 
other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned 
exchange of ideas.  

B. Collaborate with peers to set rules for discussions (e.g. informal consensus, 
taking votes on key issues, presentation of alternate views); develop clear goals 
and assessment criteria (e.g. student developed rubric) and assign individual 
roles as needed.  

C. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the 
current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others 
into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.  

D. Respond thoughtfully to various perspectives, summarize points of agreement 
and disagreement, and justify own views. Make new connections in light of the 
evidence and reasoning presented. 

NJSLS SL.9-10.2. Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse 
media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, qualitatively, orally) evaluating the 
credibility and accuracy of each source.  
NJSLS SL.9-10.3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence 
and rhetoric, identifying any false reasoning or distorted evidence. 
NJSLS SL.9-10.4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, 
concisely, and logically. The content, organization, development, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  
NJSLS SL.9-10.5. Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, 
visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance findings, reasoning, and 
evidence and to add interest.  
NJSLS SL.9-10.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating 
command of formal English.  
NJSLS L.9-10.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
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A. Use parallel structure. 
B. Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial, 

prepositional, absolute) and clauses (independent, dependent; noun, relative, 
adverbial) to convey specific meanings and add variety and interest to writing or 
presentations. 

NJSLS L.9-10.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

A. Use a semicolon (and perhaps a conjunctive adverb) to link two or more closely 
related independent clauses. 

B. Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation. 
C. Spell correctly. 

NJSLS L.9-10.3. Apply knowledge of language to make effective choices for meaning, 
or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading, writing, speaking or listening.  

A. Vary word choice and sentence structure to demonstrate an understanding of 
the influence of language.  

NJSLS L.9-10.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases based on grades 9–10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from 
a range of strategies. 

A. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a 
word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or 
phrase. 

B. Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different 
meanings or parts of speech (e.g., analyze, analysis, analytical; advocate, 
advocacy). 

C. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a 
word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, or its 
etymology. 

D. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., 
by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

NJSLS L.9-10.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word 
relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., euphemism, oxymoron) in context and analyze 
their role in the text. 

B. Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations. 
C. L.9-10.6. Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific 

words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the 
college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering 
vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to 
comprehension or expression. 

NJSLS 6.1.12.D.14.d Evaluate the extent to which women, minorities, 
individuals with gender preferences, and individuals with disabilities have met 
their goals of equality in the workplace, politics, and society. 

NJSLS 6.1.12.D.14.e Evaluate the role of religion on cultural and social mores, 
public opinion, and political decisions. 
NJSLS 6.1.12.D.14.f Determine the influence of multicultural beliefs, products (i.e., 
art, food, music, and literature), and practices in shaping contemporary American 
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culture. 
9.4.12.DC.7: Evaluate the influence of digital communities on the nature, content and 
responsibilities of careers, and other aspects of society (e.g., 6.1.12.CivicsPD.16.a). 
8.2.12.EC.3: Synthesize data, analyze trends, and draw conclusions regarding the 
effect of a technology on the individual, culture, society, and environment and share this 
information with the appropriate audience. 

 

BIG IDEAS/COMMON THREADS 

Storytelling is a profoundly communal event intended to pass on information that will be 
remembered, with themes that can be enculturated.  Central themes include the 
dangers of blindly adhering to traditions rather than trying to follow their intent, the 
tension between knowledge and ignorance and the tension between individualism and 
the collective. 
 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDING 
Dystopian literature enables students to explore the ramifications of attempting to create 
a utopian society. Students will examine how authors create a world in which individual 
voice and debate is silenced for the perceived betterment of the masses. Through the 
journey of a novel’s protagonist students will identify the personal struggle to define 
one’s identity. The purpose of this type of text is for the reader to question the world in 
which he or she lives. Students will respond in writing and speaking to what they are 
learning; as they do so, they will learn various rules of grammar/usage and essay 
writing. 
 

ANCHOR ASSESSMENTS 
• Students will write a character analysis essay that details how the author 

develops the central character 

• Reading comprehension tests 

• Vocabulary quizzes 

• Sustained Annotation Activities that allow students to track the meaning of the 
artistic and formal qualities of the short stories they read.  Examples of such 
sustained activities include double entry journaling, post-it-note/OneNote 
comments, etc. 

 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
• What elements make an author’s style unique? 

• How does a text create meaning? 

• How does an author illustrate the themes of a work? 

• How do we determine the ideals that should be honored in a model society and 
explain why they are the most important? 

• How is a “dystopian” society characterized? 
 

LESSON OBJECTIVES 
Students will be able to… 

• Identify the elements that make an author’s style unique 
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• Understand how text creates meaning 

• Explain how an author illustrates themes in a work  

• Determine the ideals that should be honored in a model society and explain why 
they are the most important 

• Identify the characteristics of a dystopian society 
 

SUGGESTED LEARNING ACTIVITIES 
Throughout the unit, students will learn to discuss and write about literary theme and 
character. Students will track and analyze how themes and characters develop through 
the text, and with this understanding, the unit culminates in a benchmark essay that 
addresses a specific novel’s emerging themes.  In addition to this essay, students will 
also: 

• Develop vocabulary skills through quizzes and tests 

• Complete storyboard/character maps 

• Conduct journaling on the themes, characters, craft, and real-world resonance of 
the novel 

 
RESOURCES 
ANCHOR TEXTS 

• Fahrenheit 451 or Ceremony (Honors) 

• Fahrenheit 451 or Anthem (CP) 
 
SUPPLEMENTAL RESOURCES 

• Selections from The Illustrated Man 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MODIFICATIONS 
 



 

22 
River Dell Regional School District 
Language Arts Grade Nine Literature Curriculum 
Approved October 22, 2019 

  
 

  
Resources/Materials 

  

ELL 
(English Language 

Learners) 

Special Education  At Risk  Enrichment  

• Provide translated notes and 
key vocabulary terms 

• Provide images of key 
vocabulary terms and 
concepts 

• Word banks  

• Bilingual dictionaries 

• Assistive translator 
technology  

• Sentence frames 

• Simplified notes 

• Reduced homework 

• Simplified word problems 

• Graphic organizers 

• Matched sentences or 
procedures with pictures 

• Alternative presentation 
options 

• 1-2 sentence short responses 

• Shortened written 
assignments  

• Modified tests 

• Provide notes when student 
request 

• Reduce project workload 

• Short summaries 

• Display reminders 

• Checklist of materials and 
tasks (printed out or digitally 
accessible) 

• Timelines and Calendar for 
benchmark goals for 
assignments/assessments/sho
rt-term goals (Planner 
Microsoft) 

• Assistive technology 
(dictation, immersive reader, 
etc...) 

• Flash cards 

• Teacher notes  

• Graphic organizer 

• Clear parameters and student 
workspace 

• Timer to monitor task and 
duration 

• Study guides  

• Guided notes 

• Choices for alternative 
assignments 

• Students are asked to come 
for extra help to 
review/retake assessment and 
homework assignments 

• Students are allowed time and 
a half on assessments 

• Provide the student with 
frequent check-ins during 
class-time work 

• Visual cue or signs 

• Rephrase of questions and 
directions 

• Partner or group work on skill 
development  

• Assistance by instructional 
videos or curated videos 
online 

• Students are asked to come 
for extra help to 
review/retake assessment and 
homework assignments 

• Students are allowed time and 
a half on assessments 

• Provide the student with 
frequent check-ins during 
class-time work 

• Scaffolding assignments  

• Chunking of materials  

• Allow for errors 

• Pre-teach materials  

• Supply teacher demo 

• Rephrase of questions and 
directions  

• Visual cues or signs  

• Small group assistance or 
collaboration  

• Partner or group work on skill 
development  

• Assistance by instructional 
videos or curated videos 
online  

• Guide with options for 
student goal setting  

• Use of timer or a clock to 
monitor time of student 
activity 

 

• Provide students with extra 
problem sets that challenge 
and involve higher level 
thinking 

• Inquiry lead discussions and 
activities 

• More complex tasks and 
projects 

• Higher level questioning and 
techniques  

• Student demoing and 
explanation  

• Provide opportunities for 
students to set personal goals, 
keep records and monitor 
their own learning progress 

• Multiple assessments given in 
different domains, that 
showcase student interests, 
strengths, and needs  

• Use multiple approaches to 
accelerate learning within and 
outside of the school setting  

• Use enrichment options to 
extend and deepen learning 
opportunities within and 
outside of the school setting 

• Use individualized learning 
options such as mentorships, 
internships, online courses, 
and independent study 
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LANGUAGE ARTS GRADE NINE LITERATURE CURRICULUM 

UNIT THREE: AWARENESS OF SOCIETY (9 WEEKS) 

 

STATE STANDARDS 
NJSLS RL.9-10.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant 
connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferentially, 
including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.  
NJSLS RL.9-10.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its 
development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and 
refined by specific details and provide an objective summary of the text. 
NJSLS RL.9-10.3. Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or 
conflicting motivations) develop over the course of a text, interact with other 
characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme. 
NJSLS RL.9-10.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in 
the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact 
of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense 
of time and place; how it sets a formal or informal tone). 
NJSLS RL.9-10.5. Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, 
order events within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) 
create specific effects (e.g. mystery, tension, or surprise).  
NJSLS RL.9-10.6. Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in 
a work of literature from outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading of world 
literature.  
NJSLS RL.9-10.7. Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two 
different artistic mediums, including what is emphasized or absent in each work (e.g., 
Auden’s “Musée des Beaux Arts” and Breughel’s Landscape with the Fall of Icarus).  
NJSLS RL.9-10.8. (Not applicable to literature) 
NJSLS RL.9-10.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural 
context, and background knowledge) how an author draws on and transforms source 
material in a specific work (e.g., how Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from 
mythology or the Bible or how a later author draws on a play by Shakespeare).  
NJSLS RL.9-10.10. By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literature, including 
stories, dramas, and poems at grade level text-complexity or above with scaffolding as 
needed.  
By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and 
poems, at grade level or above.  
NJSLS RI.9-10.1. Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence, (e.g., via 
discussion, written response, etc.) and make relevant connections, to support analysis 
of what the text says explicitly as well as inferentially, including determining where the 
text leaves matters uncertain.  
NJSLS RI.9-10.2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze how it is developed 
and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.  
NJSLS RI.9-10.3. Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or 
events, including the order in which the points are made, how they are introduced and 
developed, and the connections that are drawn between them. 
NJSLS RI.9-10.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a 
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text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the cumulative 
impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a 
court opinion differs from that of a newspaper). 
NJSLS RI.9-10.5. Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims are developed 
and refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or larger portions of a text (e.g., a 
section or chapter). 
NJSLS RI.9-10.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze 
how an author uses rhetorical devices to advance that point of view or purpose.  
NJSLS RI.9-10.7. Analyze various perspectives as presented in different mediums 
(e.g., a person’s life story in both print and multimedia), determining which details are 
emphasized in each account.  
NJSLS RI.9-10.8. Describe and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, 
assessing whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; 
identify false statements and reasoning.  
NJSLS RI.9-10.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural 
context, and background knowledge) documents of historical and literary significance, 
(e.g., Washington’s Farewell Address the Gettysburg Address, Roosevelt’s Four 
Freedoms speech, King’s “Letter from Birmingham Jail”, Declaration of the Rights of 
Man and Citizen, U.N. Universal Declaration of Human Rights, etc.), including how they 
relate in terms of themes and significant concepts.  
NJSLS RI.9-10.10. By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at 
grade level text-complexity above with scaffolding as needed.  
By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-
complexity or above.  
NJSLS W.9-10.1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics 
or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.  

A. Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing 
claims, and create an organization that establishes clear relationships among 
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.  

B.  Develop claim(s) and counterclaims avoiding common logical fallacies, 
propaganda devices, and using sound reasoning, supplying evidence for each 
while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that 
anticipates the audience’s knowledge level and concerns.  

C. Use transitions (e.g. words, phrases, clauses) to link the major sections of the 
text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, 
between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.  

D. Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience and purpose 
(e.g. formal and objective for academic writing) while attending to the norms and 
conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.  

E.  Provide a concluding paragraph or section that supports the argument 
presented.  

NJSLS W.9-10.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex 
ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 
organization, and analysis of content.  

A. Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to make 
important connections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings), 
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graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 

B. Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended 
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples 
appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic. 

C. Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the text, 
create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and 
concepts. 

D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the 
complexity of the topic. 

E. Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience and 
purpose (e.g. formal and objective for academic writing) while attending to the 
norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 

F. Provide a concluding paragraph or section that supports the information or 
explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of the 
topic). 

NJSLS W.9-10.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events 
using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.  

A. Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or 
observation, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a 
narrator and/or characters; create a smooth progression of experiences or 
events. 

B. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and 
multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 

C. Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one 
another to create a coherent whole. 

D. Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to 
convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters. 

E. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, 
observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative. 

NJSLS W.9-10.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-
specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 
NJSLS W.9-10.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting, trying a new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or 
APA Style), focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and 
audience.  
NJSLS W.9-10.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, share, and 
update individual or shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s 
capacity to link to other information and to display information flexibly and dynamically. 
NJSLS W.9-10.7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to 
answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or 
broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, 
demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 
NJSLS W.9-10.8. Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and 
digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each 
source in answering the research question; integrate information into the text 
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selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard 
format for citation (MLA or APA Style Manuals). 
NJSLS W.9-10.9. Draw evidence from literary or nonfiction informational texts to 
support analysis, reflection, and research.  

A. Apply grades 9–10 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Analyze how an 
author draws on and transforms source material in a specific work [e.g., how 
Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from Ovid mythology or the Bible or how a 
later author draws on a play by Shakespeare]”). 

B. Apply grades 9–10 Reading standards to nonfiction informational e.g., 
“Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing 
whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; 
identify false statements and fallacious reasoning”). 

NJSLS W.9-10.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, 
reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a 
range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
NJSLS SL.9-10.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 9–10 topics, 
texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and 
persuasively.  

A. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under 
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and 
other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned 
exchange of ideas.  

B. Collaborate with peers to set rules for discussions (e.g. informal consensus, 
taking votes on key issues, presentation of alternate views); develop clear goals 
and assessment criteria (e.g. student developed rubric) and assign individual 
roles as needed.  

C. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the 
current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others 
into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.  

D. Respond thoughtfully to various perspectives, summarize points of agreement 
and disagreement, and justify own views. Make new connections in light of the 
evidence and reasoning presented. 

NJSLS SL.9-10.2. Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse 
media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, qualitatively, orally) evaluating the 
credibility and accuracy of each source.  
NJSLS SL.9-10.3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence 
and rhetoric, identifying any false reasoning or distorted evidence. 
NJSLS SL.9-10.4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, 
concisely, and logically. The content, organization, development, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  
NJSLS SL.9-10.5. Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, 
visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance findings, reasoning, and 
evidence and to add interest.  
NJSLS SL.9-10.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating 
command of formal English.  
NJSLS L.9-10.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
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grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
A. Use parallel structure. 
B. Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial, 

prepositional, absolute) and clauses (independent, dependent; noun, relative, 
adverbial) to convey specific meanings and add variety and interest to writing or 
presentations. 

NJSLS L.9-10.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

A. Use a semicolon (and perhaps a conjunctive adverb) to link two or more closely 
related independent clauses. 

B. Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation. 
C. Spell correctly. 

NJSLS L.9-10.3. Apply knowledge of language to make effective choices for meaning, 
or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading, writing, speaking or listening.  

A. Vary word choice and sentence structure to demonstrate an understanding of 
the influence of language.  

NJSLS L.9-10.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases based on grades 9–10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from 
a range of strategies. 

A. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a 
word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or 
phrase. 

B. Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different 
meanings or parts of speech (e.g., analyze, analysis, analytical; advocate, 
advocacy). 

C. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, 
thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or 
determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, or its etymology. 

D. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., 
by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

NJSLS L.9-10.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word 
relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., euphemism, oxymoron) in context and analyze 
their role in the text. 

B. Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations. 
C. L.9-10.6. Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific 

words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the 
college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering 
vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to 
comprehension or expression. 

NJSLS 6.1.12.D.14.d Evaluate the extent to which women, minorities, individuals 
with gender preferences, and individuals with disabilities have met their goals of 
equality in the workplace, politics, and society. 
NJSLS 6.1.12.D.14.e Evaluate the role of religion on cultural and social mores, 
public opinion, and political decisions. 
NJSLS 6.1.12.D.14.f Determine the influence of multicultural beliefs, products (i.e., 
art, food, music, and literature), and practices in shaping contemporary American 
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culture. 
9.4.12.DC.7: Evaluate the influence of digital communities on the nature, content and 
responsibilities of careers, and other aspects of society (e.g., 6.1.12.CivicsPD.16.a). 
8.2.12.EC.3: Synthesize data, analyze trends, and draw conclusions regarding the 
effect of a technology on the individual, culture, society, and environment and share this 
information with the appropriate audience. 
 

BIG IDEAS/COMMON THREADS 
In this unit students explore intersections of culture and society. They will identify the 
personal struggle to understand human nature and question the world in which they 
themselves live. 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDING 
Great art not only offers understanding: it also complicates understanding. In this unit, 
students will explore these complications by reading a novel that resists elementary 
interpretation. In doing so, students will engage the text with the assistance of 
secondary sources from a variety of disciplines (ex. historical, philosophical, spiritual, 
political) and use these lenses as a means to reconcile the complications within the text, 
including the process of societal development and the influence of human nature on that 
process. They will examine how individuals battle their own nature to fit in and how 
power dynamics often lead them into dark places. Students will respond in writing and 
speaking to what they are learning; as they do so, they will learn various rules of 
grammar/usage and essay writing. 
 

ANCHOR ASSESSMENTS 
• Students will write a literary analysis essay that details the development of one of 

the novel’s central themes 

• Reading comprehension tests 

• Vocabulary quizzes 
 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
• How do we come to terms with an imperfect and contradictory society? 

• How do authors convey purpose and meaning in literature? 

• How do we approach a text with complex and problematic meanings? 

• How do different texts approach the same themes? 
 

LESSON OBJECTIVES 
Students will be able to… 

• Understand how do we come to terms with an imperfect and contradictory society 

• Explain how authors convey purpose and meaning in literature 

• Explain how to approach a text with complex and problematic meanings 

• Identify how different texts approach the same themes 
 

SUGGESTED LEARNING ACTIVITIES 
• Develop vocabulary skills through quizzes and tests 

• Complete “Survive the Island” activity 
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• Synthesize how different texts address similar or different views of humanity 
 

RESOURCES  
ANCHOR TEXT 

• Lord of the Flies 

• “The Most Dangerous Game” 

• Film: Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde (1931) 

• Civics lesson: “Why Government?” https://wwNJSLS 
W.civics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/why-government 

 
 
MODIFICATIONS 

 
 

 

  
Resources/Materials 

  

ELL 
(English Language 

Learners) 

Special Education  At Risk  Enrichment  

• Provide translated notes and 
key vocabulary terms 

• Provide images of key 
vocabulary terms and 
concepts 

• Word banks  

• Bilingual dictionaries 

• Assistive translator 
technology  

• Sentence frames 

• Simplified notes 

• Reduced homework 

• Simplified word problems 

• Graphic organizers 

• Matched sentences or 
procedures with pictures 

• Alternative presentation 
options 

• 1-2 sentence short responses 

• Shortened written 
assignments  

• Modified tests 

• Provide notes when student 
request 

• Reduce project workload 

• Short summaries 

• Display reminders 

• Checklist of materials and 
tasks (printed out or digitally 
accessible) 

• Timelines and Calendar for 
benchmark goals for 
assignments/assessments/sho
rt-term goals (Planner 
Microsoft) 

• Assistive technology 
(dictation, immersive reader, 
etc...) 

• Flash cards 

• Teacher notes  

• Graphic organizer 

• Clear parameters and student 
workspace 

• Timer to monitor task and 
duration 

• Study guides  

• Guided notes 

• Choices for alternative 
assignments 

• Students are asked to come 
for extra help to 
review/retake assessment and 
homework assignments 

• Students are allowed time and 
a half on assessments 

• Provide the student with 
frequent check-ins during 
class-time work 

• Visual cue or signs 

• Rephrase of questions and 
directions 

• Partner or group work on skill 
development  

• Assistance by instructional 
videos or curated videos 
online 

• Students are asked to come 
for extra help to 
review/retake assessment and 
homework assignments 

• Students are allowed time and 
a half on assessments 

• Provide the student with 
frequent check-ins during 
class-time work 

• Scaffolding assignments  

• Chunking of materials  

• Allow for errors 

• Pre-teach materials  

• Supply teacher demo 

• Rephrase of questions and 
directions  

• Visual cues or signs  

• Small group assistance or 
collaboration  

• Partner or group work on skill 
development  

• Assistance by instructional 
videos or curated videos 
online  

• Guide with options for 
student goal setting  

• Use of timer or a clock to 
monitor time of student 
activity 

 

• Provide students with extra 
problem sets that challenge 
and involve higher level 
thinking 

• Inquiry lead discussions and 
activities 

• More complex tasks and 
projects 

• Higher level questioning and 
techniques  

• Student demoing and 
explanation  

• Provide opportunities for 
students to set personal goals, 
keep records and monitor 
their own learning progress 

• Multiple assessments given in 
different domains, that 
showcase student interests, 
strengths, and needs  

• Use multiple approaches to 
accelerate learning within and 
outside of the school setting  

• Use enrichment options to 
extend and deepen learning 
opportunities within and 
outside of the school setting 

• Use individualized learning 
options such as mentorships, 
internships, online courses, 
and independent study 

 

 

https://www.civics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/why-government
https://www.civics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/why-government
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LANGUAGE ARTS GRADE NINE LITERATURE CURRICULUM 

UNIT FOUR: LOVE AND CONFLICT (8 WEEKS) 

 

STATE STANDARDS  
NJSLS RL.9-10.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant 
connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferentially, 
including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.  
NJSLS RL.9-10.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its 
development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and 
refined by specific details and provide an objective summary of the text. 
NJSLS RL.9-10.3. Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or 
conflicting motivations) develop over the course of a text, interact with other 
characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme. 
NJSLS RL.9-10.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in 
the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact 
of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense 
of time and place; how it sets a formal or informal tone). 
NJSLS RL.9-10.5. Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, 
order events within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) 
create specific effects (e.g. mystery, tension, or surprise).  
NJSLS RL.9-10.6. Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in 
a work of literature from outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading of world 
literature.  
NJSLS RL.9-10.7. Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two 
different artistic mediums, including what is emphasized or absent in each work (e.g., 
Auden’s “Musée des Beaux Arts” and Breughel’s Landscape with the Fall of Icarus).  
NJSLS RL.9-10.8. (Not applicable to literature) 
NJSLS RL.9-10.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural 
context, and background knowledge) how an author draws on and transforms source 
material in a specific work (e.g., how Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from 
mythology or the Bible or how a later author draws on a play by Shakespeare).  
NJSLS RL.9-10.10. By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literature, including 
stories, dramas, and poems at grade level text-complexity or above with scaffolding as 
needed.  
By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and 
poems, at grade level or above.  
NJSLS RI.9-10.1. Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence, (e.g., via 
discussion, written response, etc.) and make relevant connections, to support analysis 
of what the text says explicitly as well as inferentially, including determining where the 
text leaves matters uncertain.  
NJSLS RI.9-10.2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze how it is developed 
and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.  
NJSLS RI.9-10.3. Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or 
events, including the order in which the points are made, how they are introduced and 
developed, and the connections that are drawn between them. 
NJSLS RI.9-10.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a 
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text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the cumulative 
impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a 
court opinion differs from that of a newspaper). 
NJSLS RI.9-10.5. Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims are developed 
and refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or larger portions of a text (e.g., a 
section or chapter). 
NJSLS RI.9-10.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze 
how an author uses rhetorical devices to advance that point of view or purpose.  
NJSLS RI.9-10.7. Analyze various perspectives as presented in different mediums 
(e.g., a person’s life story in both print and multimedia), determining which details are 
emphasized in each account.  
NJSLS RI.9-10.8. Describe and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, 
assessing whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; 
identify false statements and reasoning.  
NJSLS RI.9-10.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural 
context, and background knowledge) documents of historical and literary significance, 
(e.g., Washington’s Farewell Address the Gettysburg Address, Roosevelt’s Four 
Freedoms speech, King’s “Letter from Birmingham Jail”, Declaration of the Rights of 
Man and Citizen, U.N. Universal Declaration of Human Rights, etc.), including how they 
relate in terms of themes and significant concepts.  
NJSLS RI.9-10.10. By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at 
grade level text-complexity above with scaffolding as needed.  
By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-
complexity or above.  
NJSLS W.9-10.1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics 
or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.  

A. Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing 
claims, and create an organization that establishes clear relationships among 
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.  

B.  Develop claim(s) and counterclaims avoiding common logical fallacies, 
propaganda devices, and using sound reasoning, supplying evidence for each 
while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that 
anticipates the audience’s knowledge level and concerns.  

C. Use transitions (e.g. words, phrases, clauses) to link the major sections of the 
text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, 
between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.  

D. Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience and purpose 
(e.g. formal and objective for academic writing) while attending to the norms and 
conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.  

E.  Provide a concluding paragraph or section that supports the argument 
presented.  

NJSLS W.9-10.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex 
ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 
organization, and analysis of content.  

A. Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to make 
important connections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings), 
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graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 

B. Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended 
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples 
appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic. 

C. Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the text, 
create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and 
concepts. 

D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the 
complexity of the topic. 

E. Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience and 
purpose (e.g. formal and objective for academic writing) while attending to the 
norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 

F. Provide a concluding paragraph or section that supports the information or 
explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of the 
topic). 

NJSLS W.9-10.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events 
using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.  

A. Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or 
observation, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a 
narrator and/or characters; create a smooth progression of experiences or 
events. 

B. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and 
multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 

C. Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one 
another to create a coherent whole. 

D. Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to 
convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters. 

E. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, 
observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative. 

NJSLS W.9-10.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-
specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 
NJSLS W.9-10.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting, trying a new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or 
APA Style), focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and 
audience.  
NJSLS W.9-10.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, share, and 
update individual or shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s 
capacity to link to other information and to display information flexibly and dynamically. 
NJSLS W.9-10.7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to 
answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or 
broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, 
demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 
NJSLS W.9-10.8. Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and 
digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each 
source in answering the research question; integrate information into the text 
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selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard 
format for citation (MLA or APA Style Manuals). 
NJSLS W.9-10.9. Draw evidence from literary or nonfiction informational texts to 
support analysis, reflection, and research.  

A. Apply grades 9–10 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Analyze how an 
author draws on and transforms source material in a specific work [e.g., how 
Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from Ovid mythology or the Bible or how a 
later author draws on a play by Shakespeare]”). 

B. Apply grades 9–10 Reading standards to nonfiction informational e.g., 
“Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing 
whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; 
identify false statements and fallacious reasoning”). 

NJSLS W.9-10.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, 
reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a 
range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
NJSLS SL.9-10.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 9–10 topics, 
texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and 
persuasively.  

A. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under 
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and 
other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned 
exchange of ideas.  

B. Collaborate with peers to set rules for discussions (e.g. informal consensus, 
taking votes on key issues, presentation of alternate views); develop clear goals 
and assessment criteria (e.g. student developed rubric) and assign individual 
roles as needed.  

C. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the 
current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others 
into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.  

D. Respond thoughtfully to various perspectives, summarize points of agreement 
and disagreement, and justify own views. Make new connections in light of the 
evidence and reasoning presented. 

NJSLS SL.9-10.2. Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse 
media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, qualitatively, orally) evaluating the 
credibility and accuracy of each source.  
NJSLS SL.9-10.3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence 
and rhetoric, identifying any false reasoning or distorted evidence. 
NJSLS SL.9-10.4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, 
concisely, and logically. The content, organization, development, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  
NJSLS SL.9-10.5. Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, 
visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance findings, reasoning, and 
evidence and to add interest.  
NJSLS SL.9-10.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating 
command of formal English.  
NJSLS L.9-10.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
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grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
A. Use parallel structure. 
B. Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial, 

prepositional, absolute) and clauses (independent, dependent; noun, relative, 
adverbial) to convey specific meanings and add variety and interest to writing or 
presentations. 

NJSLS L.9-10.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

A. Use a semicolon (and perhaps a conjunctive adverb) to link two or more closely 
related independent clauses. 

B. Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation. 
C. Spell correctly. 

NJSLS L.9-10.3. Apply knowledge of language to make effective choices for meaning, 
or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading, writing, speaking or listening.  

A. Vary word choice and sentence structure to demonstrate an understanding of 
the influence of language.  

NJSLS L.9-10.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases based on grades 9–10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from 
a range of strategies. 

A. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a 
word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or 
phrase. 

B. Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different 
meanings or parts of speech (e.g., analyze, analysis, analytical; advocate, 
advocacy). 

C. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a 
word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, or its 
etymology. 

D. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., 
by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

NJSLS L.9-10.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word 
relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., euphemism, oxymoron) in context and analyze 
their role in the text. 

B. Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations. 
C. L.9-10.6. Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific 

words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the 
college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering 
vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to 
comprehension or expression. 

NJSLS 6.1.12.D.14.d Evaluate the extent to which women, minorities, individuals 
with gender preferences, and individuals with disabilities have met their goals of 
equality in the workplace, politics, and society. 
NJSLS 6.1.12.D.14.e Evaluate the role of religion on cultural and social mores, 
public opinion, and political decisions. 
NJSLS 6.1.12.D.14.f Determine the influence of multicultural beliefs, products (i.e., 
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art, food, music, and literature), and practices in shaping contemporary American 
culture. 
9.4.12.DC.7: Evaluate the influence of digital communities on the nature, content and 
responsibilities of careers, and other aspects of society (e.g., 6.1.12.CivicsPD.16.a). 
8.2.12.EC.3: Synthesize data, analyze trends, and draw conclusions regarding the 
effect of a technology on the individual, culture, society, and environment and share this 
information with the appropriate audience. 
 

BIG IDEAS/COMMON THREADS 
In this unit, students will explore the intricacies of Shakespearean drama in a timeless 
tale of love, fate and conflict.  Human nature permeates individual feelings and societal 
structures that can often lead to conflict despite our best intentions.  
 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDING 
In this unit, students will explore the intricacies of Shakespearean drama in a timeless 
tale of love and conflict.  Through an examination of the structure and language that 
Shakespeare utilizes within the play and other poetic works, students will begin to 
understand how fate is often the product of human nature, individual desire and one 
choice over another. Students will respond in writing and speaking to what they are 
learning; as they do so, they will learn various rules of grammar/usage and essay 
writing. 
 

ANCHOR ASSESSMENTS 
• Benchmark multimodal project that includes performance, artistic interpretation, 

and artistic reflection 

• Reading comprehension quizzes 

• Vocabulary quizzes 

• Character chart 

• Multiple choice options 

• Quotes in chronological order of the play 

• Labeled scenes 

 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
• How do actors and directors draw from source material to create original 

adaptations? 

• How does an actor and/or director bring their own personal interpretation of a text 
to life? 

• How does a text transcend social, cultural, and temporal contexts to become truly 
timeless? 

 
 
LESSON OBJECTIVES 
Students will be able to… 



 

36 
River Dell Regional School District 
Language Arts Grade Nine Literature Curriculum 
Approved October 22, 2019 

• Understand how actors and directors draw from source material to create original 
adaptations 

• Identify how an actor and/or director bring their own personal interpretation of a 
text to life 

• Explain how a text transcends social, cultural, and temporal contexts to become 
truly timeless 

 

Examples of Modified Learning Objectives Being Assessed 

• Students will be able to identify speaker of quotes in each act of Romeo and Juliet using multiple 

choice options 

• Students will be able to demonstrate their understanding of character, conflict and plot in each 

act and scene of Romeo and Juliet 

 

SUGGESTED LEARNING ACTIVITIES 
Through an examination of the structure and language that Shakespeare utilizes within 
the play and other poetic works, students will create and defend their own performative 
interpretations of the text.  In addition to this benchmark performance students will 
also:   

• Watch adaptations of Romeo and Juliet and compare/contrast the decisions 
made by the actors and directors to arrive at value judgements concerning the 
artistic quality of those decisions 

• Perform scenes or sequences with a small group, reflecting their own 
interpretations of the characters and themes 

• Annotate and edit performance scripts 

• Complete storyboard and character maps 

• Journal on characters and themes 
 

DIFFERENTIATED LEARNING ACTIVITIES 

• Guided read aloud 

• Class notes 

• Graphic organizer: Character chart 

• Mini-lessons/extra help in needed skills 

 

 

RESOURCES 

• No Fear Shakespeare – Provides modern English translation of Shakespeare’s 

Old English 

• Videos – 1968 and 1996 movie productions  

• Kahoot – Review of quotes, character and plot 

• Audiobook 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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Inhumanity/Amistad/Holocaust-Civil Rights/LGBT Education 

Gender Roles: 

• Class discussion on how gender roles are exemplified in Romeo and Juliet. Students 

specifically compared, discussed, and analyzed female roles and how their submissive 

roles affect the plot and conflict. Students identified textual evidence to support their 

analysis.  

RESOURCES 

ANCHOR TEXT 

• Romeo and Juliet 
 
SUPPLEMENTAL RESOURCES 

• Film adaptations of Romeo and Juliet (Zeffirelli, Luhrman, etc.) 
• West Side Story 
• Shakespeare in Love 
• Shakespeare’s Sonnets and other Love Poetry 
• The Art of Courtly Love 
• ShakespeareHigh.com 

 
MODIFICATIONS 

 

  
Resources/Materials 

  

ELL 
(English Language 

Learners) 

Special Education  At Risk  Enrichment  

• Provide translated notes and 
key vocabulary terms 

• Provide images of key 
vocabulary terms and 
concepts 

• Word banks  

• Bilingual dictionaries 

• Assistive translator 
technology  

• Sentence frames 

• Simplified notes 

• Reduced homework 

• Simplified word problems 

• Graphic organizers 

• Matched sentences or 
procedures with pictures 

• Alternative presentation 
options 

• 1-2 sentence short responses 

• Shortened written 
assignments  

• Modified tests 

• Provide notes when student 
request 

• Reduce project workload 

• Short summaries 

• Display reminders 

• Checklist of materials and 
tasks (printed out or digitally 
accessible) 

• Timelines and Calendar for 
benchmark goals for 
assignments/assessments/sho
rt-term goals (Planner 
Microsoft) 

• Assistive technology 
(dictation, immersive reader, 
etc...) 

• Flash cards 

• Teacher notes  

• Graphic organizer 

• Clear parameters and student 
workspace 

• Timer to monitor task and 
duration 

• Study guides  

• Guided notes 

• Choices for alternative 
assignments 

• Students are asked to come 
for extra help to 
review/retake assessment and 
homework assignments 

• Students are allowed time and 
a half on assessments 

• Provide the student with 
frequent check-ins during 
class-time work 

• Visual cue or signs 

• Rephrase of questions and 
directions 

• Partner or group work on skill 
development  

• Assistance by instructional 
videos or curated videos 
online 

• Students are asked to come 
for extra help to 
review/retake assessment and 
homework assignments 

• Students are allowed time and 
a half on assessments 

• Provide the student with 
frequent check-ins during 
class-time work 

• Scaffolding assignments  

• Chunking of materials  

• Allow for errors 

• Pre-teach materials  

• Supply teacher demo 

• Rephrase of questions and 
directions  

• Visual cues or signs  

• Small group assistance or 
collaboration  

• Partner or group work on skill 
development  

• Assistance by instructional 
videos or curated videos 
online  

• Guide with options for 
student goal setting  

• Use of timer or a clock to 
monitor time of student 
activity 

 

• Provide students with extra 
problem sets that challenge 
and involve higher level 
thinking 

• Inquiry lead discussions and 
activities 

• More complex tasks and 
projects 

• Higher level questioning and 
techniques  

• Student demoing and 
explanation  

• Provide opportunities for 
students to set personal goals, 
keep records and monitor 
their own learning progress 

• Multiple assessments given in 
different domains, that 
showcase student interests, 
strengths, and needs  

• Use multiple approaches to 
accelerate learning within and 
outside of the school setting  

• Use enrichment options to 
extend and deepen learning 
opportunities within and 
outside of the school setting 

• Use individualized learning 
options such as mentorships, 
internships, online courses, 
and independent study 

 

 


